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BOOK It was brought to the Colonial Secretary's notice by his
. XrL . Department that as long ago as the November before the Raid,
1896-97. the South African Republic, without notifying Her Majesty's
Government, had concluded an extradition Treaty with Hol-
land. In August 1896 the Colonial Secretary called the notice of
Pretoria to this undesirable precedent. Pretoria did not apologise,
but complied with the forms, and the Treaty was sanctioned.
But further the Colonial Secretary pointed out that a similar
extradition Treaty signed with Portugal as far back as 1893
had never been submitted. The Transvaal Government con-
tended that it had never been ratified at Lisbon, and claimed in
effect full liberty of negotiation with foreign countries up to the
actual signature of a "Treaty or Engagement". This was a
dangerous subtlety.
Presently, that happened which was bound to happen. Vexa-
tious questions arose on the borderland between internal and
external affairs. The Volksraad passed a stringent law mua/Jmg
the Press. This was exasperating but within the Convention. Not
so other measures. The Aliens Immigration Law imposed a new
system of restrictions and passes. It was exceeded by the despotic
Aliens Expulsion Law empowering the Transvaal executive to
expel Uitlanders at will. The Law Officers of the Crown decided
that these enactments violated rights of entry into, and residence
in, the Transvaal expressly secured by the Convention.
This time, as in the Drifts crisis, the Colonial Secretary
grasped the nettle and with the same success. The energy of
his representations, backed by British naval and military move-
ments, showed plainly that at need action would bear out words.
The Volksraad repealed the Aliens Immigration Law, but with-
out acknowledging the British protest; and presently passed a
resolution for amending the Aliens Expulsion Act by allowing
a/ppeal to the Courts.
In May, 1897, when the war of dispatches had already lasted
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